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Introduction 

 

This is a supplement to complement my Comparative Photographs September 2024 document for local Coul Links development opposition group Not Coul. The 

comparative collection was designed to repeat a photographic document submitted to the Coul Links Public Inquiry of February and March 2019, but adding pictures of 

any subsequent changes, or stasis, to vegetation and coastal erosion up to the present.  

One shortcoming of the pre-2019 comparative portfolio is the absence of any photographs of Coul Links fauna, which was hindered by not having the most suitable 

equipment and having an irreparable faulty long telephoto autofocus motor. With some new equipment, I partly rectify the omission here with some more recent 

photographs, including those of faunal species and how they relate to flora, habitats and environmental threats. 

Views expressed in both the photographic documents are my own. 

I am very grateful to botanists Tom Dargie and Ben Averis for imparting their knowledge, and to Linden Hawthorne for details about larval foodplantsô dependent and 

dependant insect species, photographically curated by Haggewoods on Twitter/X. (I encourage her to produce the lengthy Creeping Willow list and gallery!) 

In March 2018, Coul Links Ltd co-director Todd Warnock (still active at Companies House with the current aspiring golf developer, Mike Keiser) said on BBC Radio 

Scotlandôs Good Morning Scotland programme, ñIôve invested my heart and soul in this area because I fell in love with something around here which is ethereal. Itôs 

bigger than all of us.ò  

I and many others could have spoken similar words but from a very different perspective, because we genuinely understand how nature ï complex habitats and the 

species relationships they support - and our life support systems, are indeed bigger than all of us, bigger than human misunderstanding, and bigger than and more 

necessary than the golf industry that threatens their conservation. 

Andrew Weston 
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1) 20.06.2017. Kidney Vetch on non-SSSI óBig Duneô summit, facing north to links SSSI & Embo Beach.  
Loch Fleet inlet, Ben Bhraggie (397 m), Golspie and Dunrobin Castle in north distance. A Small Blue butterfly flew out of frame.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) 23.07.2020. North-facing view of Embo Beach from trampled óBig Duneô summit with Golspie and Dunrobin Castle in middle distance. 



 

3) 06.03.2021. View from óBig Duneô of Coul Links, Cluain Burn (which inland forms the SSSIôs southern boundary), ówinter lochô and Embo Beach in early spring. 



 

4) 11.11.2023. Cluain Burn mouth from Embo Beach after Storm Ciar§n of 2 & 3 November 2023 but before equinoctial tides of spring 2024. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) 17.11.2023. Cluain Burn mouth from Embo Beach after Storm Ciar§n of 2 & 3 November 2023. Large driftwood (top right) had more recently appeared. 



 

6) 09.11.2023. Cluain Burn mouth and non-SSSI óBig Duneô after Storm Ciar§n of 2 & 3 November 2023. 



 

 

7 left) 11.11.2023. 

Plastic rubbish 

along Cluain Burn 

after Storm 

Ciar§n of 2 & 3 

November 2023, 

including many 

hundreds of 

fragments of 

polystyrene. Not 

yet cleared up. 

 

 

 

 

8 right) 

01.08.2024. 

Plastic fishing 

rope on Cluain 

Burn bank of 

SSSI from early 

November 2023. 

  


